
Prompts to Use When a Reader is Stuck

Prompts for meaning
• Did that make sense? 
• Can the picture help you? 
• What do you think it might be? 

Prompts for syntax (sound)
• Did that word sound right? 
• How would we say that if we were talking? 

Prompts for visual information

• Does that look right? 
• What sound does the word start with? 
• What sounds do you see at the beginning, 

middle, and end of that word? 
• Do you see a chunk that you know in that word? 
• Are you looking carefully at the letters 

Prompts for self-monitoring
• Try that again and use your reading finger. 
• Check that word. Were you right? 

Prompts for self-correcting

• Point to the tricky part. What do you see that 
can help you? 

• Are you right about _____? Could it be 
_______? 

• Take a closer look at that word. 
• Did you check the middle of the word? 
• The word ______ would make sense, but look 

at _______. 


